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   So you're ready to start a blog!  
 

   But where to begin? If the idea intimidates you as much as an appointment for
extensive dental work, don't worry -- you can do this. And while a lot can be said for

"failing forward" and learning as you go (you will!) you can also save a lot of
frustration by taking a little time now to plan and organize your thoughts.  

So let's get started! 
 

Why do you want to start a blog? 
 

Your reasons will be as unique as you are, but will generally fall into two categories:
you want to keep a record of your journey or you want to offer help and  

services to others.  
 

If you primarily want to blog to keep in touch with your friends and family, then the
first option will be your choice. This will also be your path if you're documenting a

journey through loss, illness, recovery, or another situation that you want and need
to record. Think of this as a blogger-centered blog. 

 
If you want to find a tribe, sell products or services, build a platform, or offer expert
advice, you'll choose the second option. Think of this as a reader-centered blog. 

Cole Smith Writes falls into this category. 
 

One isn't more legitimate or important than the other, but I've seen a lot of
frustration when bloggers misidentify their purpose. By setting a clear vision from

the beginning, you'll save yourself days and months of confusion and  
discouragement later down the road. 

    

https://www.colesmithwrites.com/
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Which type of blog appeals to you the most? 

Do you plan to offer products or services? 

What are some blogs that you love to visit?  
Are they reader-centered or blogger centered? 

https://www.colesmithwrites.com/
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Getting Started 

   Think of your blog like a Christmas tree: 

   Try SiteGround to get great hosting for $3.95/month. (More info in the resources
at the end of this workbook.) 
 
  But don't just take my word for it -- research other services, too. Two other
popular companies are GoDaddy and Bluehost. Your hosting com- pany will also
sell you a domain name. (That's the name of your website.) It's usually only about
$15/year.  

   The trunk or base is your web hosting. Even
though it's not pretty, without hosting, your website
won't stand up. It's the foundation that holds all the
lovely parts of your blog.  
 
   I use SiteGround. I've only heard good reports
about SiteGround from other bloggers. When I
switched hosting services earlier this year, I was so
impressed with their customer service that I was
telling everyone I know.

But wait!  
You have to create a name for your blog! 

https://www.colesmithwrites.com/
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   Time for a little brainstorming. Without judging yourself or thinking too  
hard about this, set a timer for 15 or 20 minutes and write down every word you
can to describe the feeling, experience, take-away, and know-how you want your
future readers to find when they visit your blog.  
 
   For Cole Smith Writes, I wanted readers to feel lighter, encouraged, inspired,
etc. If you're unsure about your own new blog, think about the blogs you love to
read and spend time visiting. What draws you? What catches your attention when
you're browsing social media? 

Ready? Set that timer and go! 

https://www.colesmithwrites.com/
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Nope, not done yet. Really dig deep for this!! 

https://www.colesmithwrites.com/
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Mix, match, and Google 

   Okay, take a rest, get a drink, then come back to your list. Depending upon your
words list (the bigger the better), this will take some time. You want to choose a
name that's easy to read, easy to spell, easy to remember, and available to
purchase! Prepare yourself: you'll come up with a few that are pure gold. But
because they're pure gold, those domain names are probably already taken :( 
 
  Next, type your most promising domains into any search engine. There's a web-
site, https://domains.google/, that allows you to check domain name availability.
Sometimes you'll find one that's taken but for sale. It's up to you. If you feel in your
gut that you'll be blogging forever, and you know the name is just perfect, and it's
within your budget -- go for it. But if you have any doubt in those three areas, keep
looking. 

   If you'd like to use your name, like I did for Cole Smith Writes, there are a couple
of pro's and con's. If you think there's a chance you'll start blogging, fall in love
with another topic, and change the focus of your blog, consider using your name. I
can offer writing help, life coaching, speaking, several genres of my published
books, and other resources all under the umbrella of my name, Cole Smith Writes.
And it's safe to say I'll always write; I won't change it to Cole Smith Paints or  
Cole Smith Bikes. 
 
   But if you'd like to build a brand or think you may want to sell your business one
day, go with a company name, not your own. Otherwise, when you leave, its value
leaves with you... Yikes! 

https://www.colesmithwrites.com/
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   If the words "content management system" send a convulsion of fear through
your body, let's go back to our Christmas tree example. The CMS is like the
branches of the Christmas tree. It's what builds from the trunk of the tree and
will eventually hold all the pretty ornaments. 
 
  Because I don't know you or your vision for your blog, I won't go into much
detail here. I use Wordpress. A huge percentage of the websites you know and  
love are built on Wordpress, too, and it's easy to use. But the internet is always
chan- ging, and there are other options available, like SquareSpace. Since I've
only ever used Wordpress, I can't compare or tell you much about any other.
You can do a little research, but if that seems overwhelming, just start with  
Wordpress. But whatever you decide, don't get scared and stall out on this  
step. Pick something and start your blog; you can always change your mind
later. 
 
   If it feels like even setting up Wordpress is too daunting, don't worry. You can
hire a reasonably-priced web designer to set it up for you, or even pay
Wordpress to get you started when you sign up. In fact, you might even have a
techie person in your family who could watch a YouTube video and take care of
this step for you. But take them out to dinner, at least :) 
 
  Make sure you sign up for wordpress.org and not wordpress.com! You want a
self-hosted site, and only wordpress.org allows you that option.  

Pick your content management system. 

 
Notes: 

https://www.colesmithwrites.com/
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Finally, the ornaments! 

   Everything you've built so far is the back end of your website, or the part your
readers can't see. It's the structure that holds your site together, like the trunk
and branches of a Christmas tree supports the ornaments and lights that
everyone loves.  
 
   Now it's time to pick a theme. You can go with one of the free themes that
comes with Wordpress (or the CMS you chose), you can search for other free
themes (type "free Wordpress themes" into your favorite search engine), or you
can buy a theme. There are thousands of themes available, so if you're like me
this step will take some time as you sift through possible "looks" for your blog.  
But be sure you stick to clean, simple, easy-to-read themes. Choose one that  
gets great reviews from other bloggers. 
   
   Once you find a theme you like, you can look for plugins. These are like apps
on your phone -- neat little programs that make your life easier. Using a ton of
plugins will bog down your blog, causing it take longer to load, so choose
carefully. Again, I'd advise you to watch a couple of  YouTube how-to videos.
Start with very basic plugins; don't get too fancy. Search for tutorials for
"beginner wordpress plugins" or "basic wordpress plugins". Similar to phone
apps, you can start with free versions and upgrade to premium paid versions if
you want expanded features. 
 
   
 
Notes: 

https://www.colesmithwrites.com/
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Create a tagline 
   The tagline is like the subtitle of your blog. It should summarize your site's
purpose and goal. The tagline on Cole Smith Writes was "Make. Share. Learn.
Repeat." Then my accountabilibuddy asked, "What are you making? Like arts
and crafts? That word confuses me." So I changed it to "Create. Write. Thrive."
And that's truer to my purpose. Find a friend who will be as helpful as mine was! 
   Using the words you listed for possible domain names, can you piece together
a possible tagline? Here are a few of my favorites: 
 

   The House That Lars Built: "An Artful Life" 
 

   Copenhagen Cycle Chic: "Dress for your journey, 
not your destination." 

 
   Grace & Such: "A bunch of women writing about grace.  

And such." 

With the results of your brainstorming session, create a tagline that states your
purpose clearly and simply. You can always change it later. 

https://www.colesmithwrites.com/
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Organization

   Think about the main topic of your blog. For mine, it's writing--mine, others' and a
study of the craft. You'll want to decide on a few categories. Categories are the
subtopics. On Cole Smith Writes, there are four: writing, creativity, productivity, and
learning. I'm considering nixing the learning category. Even though that's a topic I
can't shut up about, almost all of my learning posts can be re-categorized under one
of the other three. And the handful that can't really don't mesh well with the rest of
my posts, in my opinion.  
    
   This may feel limiting, but it's actually quite freeing. There are so many ideas that
fall into those three categories, I'm never worried about running out of blog post
fodder. And by sticking to my area of focus, my blog has a cohesiveness that  
attracts fans and interested readers. Others take a look around, then navigate  
away again since the focus is clearly on writing. You should pick five or fewer 
categories. 
 
   And what about tags? 
 
   Tags make it easier for readers to find similar posts on your blog. Like hashtags
on social media, readers can use a tag to search your site. Since I have such
narrowly-focused categories on my site, I find tags to be unnecessary. Decide
whether to use tags by browsing other blogs, especially ones in your same niche.  
If you find them helpful, you may want to incorporate them. 

Notes:

https://www.colesmithwrites.com/
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   Now it's time to plan out the first three months of blog posts. How often you
post will depend on the mission of your blog. If you want to turn up in Google
search results, keep your posting consistent and frequent. Don't post twice a
week, then ghost your readers for three weeks, then post every other week. Pick
a schedule and try to stick to it. I recommend once a week, though I've heard
recently that posting three times a week can really boost your traffic! And while
it's certainly not possible for me to publish that many posts now, I'm keeping my
eye on that trend and may try it in the future.  
(One reason blogging is so interesting. Experimentation!) 
 
   Note: you may find it difficult to generate enough ideas to fill out your  
calendar. If that's the case, it may be a red flag that your blog's focus won't hold
your attention for very long. Be sure you've chosen a topic that ignites your
passion and interest. Choose a subject that you just can't shut up about ...
because you'll be writing about it a lot! 
 
   It's worth mentioning that you can invite others to write guest posts or collabo-
rate with you. You can also run regular features like interviews, round-ups
(where you gather a list of links to other blogs), or posts to answer your readers'
questions and concerns.  
 
   For additional inspiration, search for "blog post ideas" on Pinterest or with a
search engine. Don't rip anyone off, but it's good to give your own spin to a
trendy topic or popular posting format. You don't have to reinvent the wheel, but
you do have to polish up said wheel 'til it shines! 

Content Calendar 

https://www.colesmithwrites.com/
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1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 
4. 

What are you most excited to write for the next three months?  
Start by posting once a week. Use your categories. 

Month 1: 

Month 2: 

Notes:

1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 
4. 

https://www.colesmithwrites.com/
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Upcoming Holidays: 

Month 3: 

1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 
4. 

Other Ideas: 

https://www.colesmithwrites.com/
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Looking Ahead 

   Congratulations, you've come so far in your planning! Blogging can take up as
much or as little of your time as you like -- you decide. In its simplest form, your
blog is a place people can go to connect with you.  
 
   After you implement the plan you've created with this workbook, here are a few
other options for you to explore: 
 
Email Subscriber List 
   Gathering email addresses is vital if you hope to market to readers. Far from
pushy sales, email allows your readers to get to know you better and for you to offer
them something valuable to make their lives easier. For list building, you'll need an
email service. I use Drip, but it's not the easiest to learn. MailChimp is user-friendly.
But if you grow your list large enough, you may need to switch to another service
that will grow with you. Both services help you email legally (Yes, there are anti-
spam laws!) and create sign-up forms and pop-ups. Just remember the golden rule
of emailing: Don't spam others the way you yourself have been spammed! 
 
Search Engine Optimization 
   In order to show up in search engine results, you'll eventually need to work on
SEO, or search engine optimization. This just means adding key words and
metadata to your posts in a strategic way, so that search engines can read your
content and categorize it easily.  
 
   I recommend the Yoast plugin, because it makes SEO super-simple. Yoast also
has its own blog, and you can use it to research SEO to your heart's content! 

https://www.colesmithwrites.com/
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   Free stock images: www.pixabay.com 
 
   Free graphic design for blog and social media graphics:  
                  www.canva.com 
 
   Free blogging courses: https://jennifermaker.com/blogging/  
                  https://redefiningmom.com/ultimate-beginners-guide-to- 
                  blogging/ 
                  https://createifwriting.com/free-online-courses/ 
 
   Free accountability group and design support. Request acceptance: 
                  https://www.facebook.com/groups/simplifyingdesign/ 
 
 
    

Resource Appendix 

My Affiliate Links: 

   For SiteGround hosting: 
   https://www.siteground.com/index.htm?afcode=39e3e667cae117e 
   96415cee61b83173e 
 
 
   For The Pinterest Launch Plan (It's how I grew my monthly Pinterest   
   viewers to over 110,000 in just two months!): 
   https://jennifermaker.teachable.com/admin/payouts 
 
    

Now get out there, don't compare, and blog your heart out! 

https://www.colesmithwrites.com/
http://www.pixabay.com/
https://jennifermaker.teachable.com/admin/payouts

